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Explain how geographic and environmental factors 
shaped the development of the South from 1800 to 1848.
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Video & Textbook Notes

KC-4.2.III.C: Southern business leaders continued to rely 
on the production and export of traditional agricultural 
staples, contributing to the growth of a distinctive 
Southern regional identity.

KC-4.3.II.A: As overcultivation depleted arable land in the 
Southeast, slaveholders began relocating their plantations to 
more fertile lands west of the Appalachians, where the institution 
of slavery continued to grow.
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Video & Textbook Notes

KC-4.3.II.B.ii: In the South, although the majority of 
Southerners owned no slaves, most leaders argued that 
slavery was part of the Southern way of life.

KC-5.2.II.B.ii: The courts and national leaders made a variety of 
attempts to resolve the issue of slavery in the territories, 
including the Kansas–Nebraska Act, and the Dred Scott decision, 
but these ultimately failed to reduce conflict.
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Video & Textbook Notes

KC-4.1.II.D: Enslaved blacks and free African Americans created 
communities and strategies to protect their dignity and family 
structures, and they joined political efforts aimed at changing 
their status.
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KC-4.1.III.B.ii: Antislavery efforts in the South were largely 
limited to unsuccessful slave rebellions.

KC-4.1.III.B.i: Abolitionist and antislavery movements gradually 
achieved emancipation in the North, contributing to the growth 
of the free African American population, even as many state 
governments restricted African Americans’ rights. KC-4.3.II.B.i: 
Antislavery movements increased in the North.

KC-5.2.I.C: Defenders of slavery based their arguments on racial 
doctrines, the view that slavery was a positive social good, and the belief 
that slavery and states’ rights were protected by the Constitution.
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