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* The Constitution is a nation’s
basic law.
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e Fun facts about the U.S. | i '*
Constitution |

— Supreme law of the end

— Created our political
institutions and established
the powers they have

— Protects rights of citizens

— Limits the power of the
government
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« Colonial period

e Colonists did not have

ORIGINS OF THE CONSTITUTION
HOW WE BECAME THE U.S.

NO TAXATION

(1607-1763)
- End of salutary neglect
after the French &

Indian War
- taxes & enforcement

of mercantile policies
—>colonists mad
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Parliament
— “No taxation without

representation”
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DEEP ROOTS OF THE REVOLUTION

Influenced by ideas of the
Enlightenment:

John Locke is the dude that
influenced colonial leaders
(“The Second Treatise of Civil
Government”)

— Consent of the governed:
people agree on who their
elected officials will be

— Natural Rights: people
have inherent rights that
are not dependent on
governments (Locke said
“life liberty, and property?”)

— Limited government:
restriction on the power of
government

— Purpose of government is
to protect the natural
rights of people

- If it fails to do this, you
can change the
government




Thomas Paine’s Common Sense

- Thomas Paine’s pamphlet APUSH STUDENTS KNOW THE
“Common Sense” (Jan 1776) REAL
argued for independence T-PAIN

— Strongly influenced by the :
Enlightenment ,.!/
— Called for the creation of a /

republic (representative
govt.) based on natural
rights of the people

— Radical idea at the time

ADDRESSED To THE
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nJof; Independence

Thomas Jefferson drafted
the formal Declaration of
Independence

Goals: Justify independence
by listing grievances against
King George Il

— 4“light and transient causes”

— Took out the one Jefferson

wrote against slavery
To rally support amongst
the colonists

To get the assistance from
foreign nations

Broad appeal by declaring
“unalienable rights” (natural
rights) and the power of
government rest with the
people (popular sovereignty)




ORIGINS OF THE CONSTITUTION
HOW WE BECAME THE U.S.

« American Revolution was

built on a belief of:

— Natural rights

— Consent of the governed

— Limited government

— Responsibility of government
to protect private property

— Equality of citizens (please
don’t laugh)

« The Constitution will include many of these ideas.

- American Revolution as a conservative revolution?
— It was not a radical transformation of society!



THE GOLONISTS
WIN ThE
AMERIGAN
REVOLUTION
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ARTICLES @__F' CONEEDERATION

T e 1st national government of the
F ' S vir coMpraes United States
A R“TICLES_ .
o e el e e e Created a central government with
CONFEDERATION limited power
e SRR » Key weaknesses:
| Pmp m'm L UNi'B}f’_‘"‘f — Unicameral congress, no

il executive branch or court

uv-”‘.:—BE’I‘WEE\I T";.ilim'..f ] .
o 5 T A T E s — Lack of centralized military

e e power
—_— T— — .b — No power to tax
and we Will Never be -
— Could not regulate interstate
|
ROYALS! commerce

— All 13 states (unanimity) must
agree to amend the Articles

CONFEDERATION
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THE UNITED STATES
UNDER THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

, 1787

Each state setup its own written
plan of government (constitution)
e Separation of powers: power was

typically split between 3 branches
of government

e Many states included bill of rights
that outlined basic freedoms
(religion, trial by jury, etc.)

Government was set up based

upon republicanism (power

comes from the people)

— Debate over what
republicanism would look like



JshoyisIRebelliontl

Revolution the economy
suffered a postwar
depression

e Shay’s Rebellion (1786-87)
Daniel Shay veteran of the
revolution and farmer in
Mass. led a rebellion of poor
farmers

— Neither state or national
gov. could put down the
rebellion

e Government was TOO WEAK
to put the rebellion down

— Increased calls for a
stronger central
government

e Contributes to the
Constitutional Convention

\ % - L
reenfield

Deerfield .Petersham

Pelham WORCESTER

Hatfleld COUNTY
Northampton L ® Hadley Paxton

'y o 5 2

Stockbridge elchertown Worcester
®Great HAMPSHI COUNTY

Barringto Springfield §turbridge

rk Westfleld

)

¥ Attacks by Shays's followers

Encounters between Shays's
and government forces
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e Growing demand to address the
problems facing the nation (inti
trade, finances, interstate commerce,
foreign relations, & internal unrest)

e Annapolis Convention (1786): 5
states attend to discuss trade
and commerce

— Plan to meet up in Philly in 1
year

 Constitutional Convention
(1787) meets for the purpose of
revising the Articles

— 55 delegates sent “for the
sole and express purpose of
revising the Articles of
Confederation”

— Very quickly they decided to
create an entirely new
stronger central government
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PHILOSOPHIES]IOE GOVERNMENT

“Founding Fathers” generally
agreed about these basic
ideas about government:

Human nature: people are
driven by self interest

Political conflict: conflict was
caused by the distribution of
wealth

— Factions develop from
sources of conflict

Purpose of government:
government should protect
the right to achieve wealth
and to check the power of
factions

Nature of government:
government must be balanced
with a separation of powers
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Connecticut
(237,946)

Delaware

(59,096) |

Georgia

(82,548) |

Maryland

(319,728)

Massachusetts
(378,787)

New Hampshire

New Yark

States (population)

North Carolina
(893,751)

Pennsylvania
(434,373)

South Carolina

(141,885) |

New Jersey |/
(184,139)

(340,120) 7~

YV G/, A ©

(243,073)

Rhode Island

(68,825) =

Virginia
(747,610)

o o

OF MEXICO

Compromlses ofjthe]Convention:

40+
15-40
2-15

Inhabitants Per Square Mile

AMERICAN COLONIES, 1775

POPULATION DENSITY

e
\ senzormE

¥

Big issue at the convention was
about representation in Congress

Edmund Randolph introduced the
Virginia Plan (Large State Plan)
— Bicameral (2 house) legislature

— Representation would be based on
population size

William Patterson introduced the
New Jersey Plan (Small states)
— Unicameral (1 house) legisliature

— [Each state would have equal
representation

Roger Sherman: Connecticut
Compromise (Great Compromise)

— Bicameral legislature

— Upper house (Senate) 2
representatives per state

— Lower house (House of Reps)
based on population
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Although the word “slave”
or “slavery” was not used
in the Constitution, the
institution of slavery was
very much protected by the
original document

Debate over whether
slaves should be counted
in state population?

3/5th Compromise: slaves
would be counted 3/5 of a
person when deciding
representation in the
House of Reps.

Slave trade allowed to
continue until 1808



(ConstitutionalfStuff,

Polltlcs'
e Voting requirements were to be determined by the states
— Some states abolished property requirements
e Economics:
e Congress was given tremendous economic power
- Levy taxes
- Regulate interstate commerce
 [Individual Rights:
e The original Constitution said very little about personal freedoms

- Reasons: created a limited government with checks and
balances & state constitutions protected individual rights

e But it did offer these specific protections.....

— Writ of habeas corpus cant be suspended except during war (right of a
prisoner to know why they are being detained)

— Bills of attainder are prohibited (punish people without a judicial trial)
— Ex post facto laws banned (punish after the fact)

— No religious qualifications for political office

— Criminal defendants entitled to a jury trial

— Treason was narrowly defined and strict rules for conviction




THE MADISONIAN MODEL:

Framers were suspicious and fearful of power of the
majority
Severely restricted the control of the majorlty
— NOT elected directly by the people
 The President (Electoral college)
e Senators
 Judges -
— ONLY branch elected directly by the people |
e House of Representatives
The Constitution did not create a direct democracy
— Citizens directly voting on issues
— Democratic theories: participatory, pluralist, elite
The Constitutional Convention created a republic

— Citizens elect representatives to govern (based
upon “consent of the governed”)




THE MADISONIAN MODEL

Separation of
powers

Checks &
Balances

 Power is
separated
between 3
branches of
government
— Executive
- Legislative
- Judicial

Separation of Power and Checks and Balances

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

(Congress)
writes the laws
s | cotmuprde | povpm e
BPROUKEnS judicial decisions
ma;;:l!iee‘; ratifies treaties may impeach Supreme
g : grants money Court justices
may withhold funding for declares war

presidential initiatives may reject
appointments to

the Supreme Court

may impeach —

president may adjourn Congress  may declare laws
may override in certain situations unconstitutional
aveto may veto bills
EXECUTIVE BRANCH
(President) may declare executive
proposes laws actions unconstitutional JUDICIAL BRANCH
administers the laws : (Supreme Court)
commands armed forces interprets the Constitution
3 and other laws
bl e reviews lower-court
and other officials appoints judges pa
conducts foreign policy
negotiates treaties

Each branch of
government act as
a check upon one
another

Examples:

President checks
Congress with veto
power

Congress controls
“purse strings” &
Senate approves
presidential
nominations

Court- not explicitly
listed in
Constitution,
judicial review

Federal
System

e The Constitution
set up a division
of power
between the
national and
state
government
(Federalism)

National
o Declare war
o Maintain armed forces

State

« Establish and maintain

Shared

o Maintain law

* Regulate interstate and
9 and order

foreign trade
o Admit new states iy s
o Establish post offices
« Set standard weights
and measures

. money
* Charter banks
o Establish courts
* Provide for

public wetfare

o Coin money

o Establish foreign policy

o Mae all laws necessary and
peoper for canying cut delegated
powers




Constitution imn Pﬁ@@ﬁn@@

- Separation of powers allows
allows various interest groups
access to the political system.

— Civil Rights movement had
more success in the judicial
branch than the executive or
legislative branches

« Separation of powers and checks
and balances promote (in theory)
the politics of bargaining and
compromise

« Separation of powers can
contribute to stalemate/gridlock in
policymaking

— Requires tremendous
agreement, coordination, and
compromise.




DEBATE OVER
RATIFICATION
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FEDERALIST:
’ A COLLECTION

E S S iEA e

WRITTEN IN FAVOUR OF THE

NEW CONSTITUTION,

AS AGREED UPON EY THE FEDERAL CONVENTION,
SEPTEMBER 17, 1787,

N TWO YOLUMES.

' PRINTED AND SOLD BY J. AND A. MELEAN,
No. 41, HANOVER-SQUARE,
MDCGLXXXVIIL

Reflects various views on democracy and
power of the central government

Anti-Federalists: critics of the Constitution
and favored a weak central government
- Favored state rights
— No protections for individual liberties
— Anti-Federalist Brutus #1 adhered to
popular democratic theory
e Decentralized republic
 Large centralized government would
be a danger to personal liberty
Federalists: supporters of the Constitution
and a strong central government

The Federalist Papers (85 essays) written by
James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, & John
Jay to persuade people to support ratification
of the Constitution

Federalist No. 10 (by J.M.) focused on the
superiority of a large republic in controlling
the “mischiefs of faction”
- Delegating authority to elected
representatives
- Dispersing power between the states and
national government




DEBATE OVER RATIFICATION

Bill of Riht

Congrefs o Chited States
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T ha Comvantions of  mumbsr of the States heving. af the time of their adopting the Constitation. exprezsed « dasire, ln ordes 1o
prevest wisconsiraction or abuse of its powers, that furtber declaratory and restrictive claxses sboald be added: And es extending the growad of pablic comfidesce in
the Govermmai, will best insare he beweficent ends of ifs institaticn:

Resolvad, by the SENATE end HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA im Congress assembled.
two thirds of both Houses concwrring. Thet the following Articles be proposed 1o the Legislatwes of the seversl States. as Amendmesnts 1o the Coustilmtion of the United
States; all, or eny of which erticies, whes raiified by three fowths of the said Legialaisres. 1o be valld 1o all inients end purposes. a3 pari of ibe sald Coustitation, vix.

Articles in adiition to, asd Amesdmest of the Coustitation of tbe Uniied S tates of America, proposed by Congress. and raiifisd
by the Lagisletures of tbe several Siates, pursaant 40 the fiftb Anticle of ibe Original Coustitation,

Atticle the first ... After the first emumenetion requived by tbe [irst Article of the Coustitation, theve shall be oue Representative for every thirty thousand. watll the
wamber shall amount 10 oue busdred. sfier which, 1he proportion shall be 80 regulated by Congress, that ibera sball be wot less iben owe bundred

wor less tham owe for every forty iboasand perscus, watil tbe wamber of Represeniatives shall emovmi 10 Iwo
bundred afier which, the proporiion shall be 30 regulaied by Cougress. that 1here shall wol be less than 1wo bundred Representatives, wor move
thax ome Representative for every [ifty thoxsond persoms. [Not Ratified]

Article ibe second .... No law, varying the compensation for the services of tbe Semaiors and Represesiatives. shall luke effect, watil on election of Represesiatives
sball beve intervewed.  (Not Ratified)

Article the thind ...ceic Comgress shall mahe w0 Lew respecting am esiablisbment of religion. or probibiting the free exercise therec; or abridgiag the freedom of spesch,

or of ibe press: or the right of the people peaceably 10 exsemble, and 1o petition tbe Govermment for & redvess of grisvences.

A well regulated Nilltia. belag mecessary 19 tbe security of & free State, tbe ight of tbe people 10 heep and bear Arms, shall mot be Infringed.

No Soldier sball, in time of peace, be guariered in axy bouse, withost the cousent of the owaer, aoe lu twe of war, bat {u & mawner 10 be pre-

scribed by low,

Article tbe sixth ...... The right of the people lo be secwre in thelr persons, bouses. papers, and sffects. against smessonsble sesrches ond seizures, shall wot be
wlolatad. and wo Warvanis shall (ssue but wpou probable canse. supporied by caib oo offirmetion, amd particalerly describing the place io be
saarched. ond the persoas or things to be seized.

Atticle the sevesth .. No person shall be beld io answer for & capital, ot oiberwise infamous crime. waless om & presenimeni or iadiciment of 4 grand fury, except ta
cases avisiag ta the land or Navsl forces. or in the Niltia, whes in actual service in time of War or public denger; nor shall axy perscm be
sabject for the seme offence 1o be twice put ia jeoperdy of life or limb wor sbell be compelled in eny criminal case, 10 be « witness against
blmsalf, wor be deprived of life, liberty. o property, witbost due process of Law; sor sbell private property be lakes for public use witbout just

Article the foutd
Article the fifth .

compensation.

Article the «lghtb ...... In all criminal prosecations, tbe accused shall ewjoy the right ko « speedy and pablic irial by an impartial fury of the Siata and disirict wherein
b crime shall beve been committed. which district sball beve buen previously ascertained by law, and 10 be informed of the asisre end conse
of the eccusation; 10 be confronted with tbe witaesses against bimi 10 bave compelsory process for oblaluing witnesses in bis fovor, end o
beve tbe assisiance of cowssel jor bis defence.

Aricle the wiaih ...... In suits at common law, where ibe value in controversy sball excead fwenty dollars. the right of irial by fary shell be praserved. and wo fact.

tried by « fury. sBall be othensise re-exemined in axy Courl of ibe United Statas. then according o the rales of the common Lew.

.. Bxceasive beil sball wol be required. woe excessive fiaes impoved. wor creel and wensnal puwizbments laflicted.

The ensmeration ia the Coustitation. of certala rights. sball mot be cousiraed 1o deay or disparage otbats retained by the poople.

Avticle the fwalfth .... The powers wot dalagetad 1o the United Siaies by the Constitation, wor probibited by it 1o the Siaies, ave resarved o tbe Siates respectively, or
1o the pecple.

T
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e Guarantee of a Bill of Rights
helped achieve ratification

— Enumerated individual rights
and explicitly restricted
powers of the fed govt.

- 1t amendment: speech,
religion, press, assembly

— 4th: no unreasonable
searches and seizures
without probably cause

e Challenge of government:

— Interpretation of these
rights
e In 1789 George Washington

takes office as the nations 1st
President
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v" Oldest
functioning
Constitution

v’ 27 amendments

v “a balance between government power and individual
rights has been a hallmark of American political

development”




Ways to amend the Constitution
. The Formal Amending process

1

Changing the Constitution

‘ ' .A‘c | ::'3'3-0'??55:" t
TWO Ways: ‘ be g:":po:elg?:opzs? tvr\:‘oe;'vasz? 1

Method 1: Congress

Proposal: Amendment can be proposed

by 2/3 of Congress House & Senate

o5
. . . ' RATIFICATION
Ratlflcatlon . 3A|. State Ieg IS Iatu res After an Amendment is proposed,
it must be' ratified. This to ca'n be
Examples: All of the Amendments BB i

except the 215t amendment By3/4 { By 3/4.of “rR¥
. of the State conventions in
* Reconstruction Amendments (13-15) Lagsiatisres the States

Proposal: Amendment can be proposed

by a National Convention of 2/3 state
legislatures

Ratification: %4 of state conventions

* Increasing democracy: 19t Amendment . | L ,
Method 2: Special State Convention 4} %




Changing the Constltutlon

Ways to amend the Constitution

2. Informal Process of Constitutional
Change

« Judicial interpretation is when
the court decides the
constitutionality of government
actions

« Judicial review established by
Marbury v. Madison

« Supreme Court example

* Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
declared “separate but
equal” did not violate the
“equal protection clause” of
the 14t Amendment

 Brown v. Board (1954)
overturned the courts
decision




Constitutional Changes

« The Constitution has become more democratic

— 15t Amendment: black male suffrage
— 17t Amendment: direct election of Senators

— 19t Amendment: women'’s suffrage

— 24" Amendment: abolished poll taxes

— 26' Amendment: voting age to 18
 U.S. now has a 2 party system

— 15t party system develops in the 1790s

 Dramatic increase in the powers of the
Presidency
— U.S. is a super power
— Government surveillance post 9/11

— Expansion of government programs (role in public
education)
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